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A Cowboy's Guide to Life
Never squat with yer spurs on.
There's two theories to arguin' with a woman; neither one works.

Don't worry about bitin' off more than you can chew, your mouth is probably a whole lot
bigger'n you think.

If you get to thinkin' you're a person of some influence, try orderin' somebody else's dog around.

After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt so good he started roaring. He kept it up until a
hunter came along...and shot him. The moral: When you're full of bull, keep your mouth shut.

If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop diggin'.

Never smack a man who's chewin' tobacco.

It don't take a genius to spot a goat in a flock of sheep.

Never ask a barber if he thinks you need a haircut.

Never follow good whiskey with water, unless you're out of good whiskey.

Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes from bad judgment.

Always drink upstream from the herd.

Never drop your gun to hug a grizzly.

If you're ridin' ahead of the herd, take a look back every now and then to make sure it's still there.

When you give a lesson in meanness to a critter or a person, don't be surprised if they learn their
lesson.

When you're throwin' your weight around, be ready to have it thrown around by somebody else.
Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier 'n puttin' it back in.

Always take a good look at what you're about to eat. It's not so important to know what it is, but
it's critical to know what it was.

The quickest way to double your money is to fold it over and put it back in your pocket.
Never miss a good chance to shut up.
Finally, never kick a fresh cow chip on a hot day.

Don't interfere with something that ain't botherin' you none.



The easiest way to eat crow is while it's still warm. The colder it gets, the harder it is to swaller.
If it don't seem like it's worth the effort, it probably ain't.

The biggest troublemaker you'll probably ever have to deal with watches you shave his face in
the mirror every morning.

Generally, you ain't learnin' nothing when your mouth's a-jawin'.

Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier than puttin' it back.

The quickest way to double your money is to fold it over and put it back into your pocket.
Don't squat with your spurs on.

Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a rain dance.

There's three kinds of men: the one that learns by reading. The few who learn by observation and
the rest of them have to tinkle on the electric fence for themselves.

Never kick a cowchip on a hot day.

When you give a lesson in meanness to a critter or a person, don't be surprised if they learn their
lesson.

When you're throwin' your weight around, be ready to have it thrown around by somebody else.



Things I've learned from children.

I can relate to a few of these -

1. A king size waterbed holds enough water to fill a 2000 sq. ft. house 4 inches deep.
Things I've learned from children.

I can relate to a few of these -

1. A king size waterbed holds enough water to fill a 2000 sq. ft. house 4 inches deep.

2. If you spray hair spray on dust bunnies and run over them with roller blades, they can ignite.
3. A 3-year old's voice is louder than 200 adults in a crowded restaurant.

4. If you hook a dog leash over a ceiling fan, the motor is not strong enough to rotate a 42 pound
boy wearing Batman underwear and a Superman cape. It is strong enough, however, if tied to a
paint can, to spread paint on all four walls of a 20x20 room.

5. You should not throw baseballs up when the ceiling fan is on. When using a ceiling fan as a
bat, you have to throw the ball up a few times before you get a hit. A ceiling fan can hit a
baseball a long way.

6. The glass in windows (even double-pane) doesn't stop a baseball hit by a ceiling fan.

7. When you hear the toilet flush and the words "uh oh," it's already too late.

8. Brake fluid mixed with Clorox makes smoke, and lots of it.

9. A six-year old can start a fire with a flint rock even though a 36-year old man says they can
only do it in the movies.

10. Certain Lego's will pass through the digestive tract of a 4-year old.

11. Playdoh and microwave should not be used in the same sentence.

12. Super glue is forever.

13. No matter how much Jell-O you put in a swimming pool, you still can't walk on water.
14. Pool filters do not like Jell-O.

15. VCRs do not eject PB&J sand wiches, even though TV commercials show they do.

16. Garbage bags do not make good parachutes.

17. Marbles in gas tanks make lots of noise when driving.



18. You probably don't want to know what that smell is.

19. Always look in the oven before you turn it on. Plastic toys do not like ovens.

20. The fire department in Austin, TX has a 5-minute response time.

21. The spin cycle on the washing machine does not make earthworms dizzy.

22. It will, however, make cats dizzy.

23. Cats throw up twice their body weight when dizzy.

24. The mind of a 6-year old is wonderful. First grade...true story:

One day the first grade teacher was reading the story of the Three Little Pigs to her class. She
came to the part of the story where the first pig was trying to accumulate the building materials
for his home. She read, "...And so the pig went up to the man with the wheelbarrow full of straw
and said, Pardon me sir, but may I have some of that straw to build my house?" The teacher
paused then, and asked the class, "And what do you think that man said?" One little boy raised
his hand and said, "I think he said...'Holy sh _t! A talking pig!" The teacher was unable to teach

for the next 10 minutes.

25. 60% of men who read this will try mixing the Clorox and brake fluid.



Remember When .. ??
Aahh, the memories!

Let's go back . . . Close our eyes . . .
And go back . ..

Before the Internet or the PC or MAC.
Before the drug war and crack.

Before chronic and ritalin and dysfunctional.
Before SEGA or Super Nintendo.

Before.....

Way back . . .

I'm talkin' bout hide and go seek at dusk.

Sittin' on the porch, HOT fresh from the oven bread or bisquits and butter. A time when mom or
grandma would make bread and biscuits from scratch, not just scratch them out of a box of store-
bought mix. (And we could snitch pieces of dough, or help push down and knead the bread, or
cut the bisquits with a mason jar ring and plop them on the cooking sheet. Didn't it smell good??)

A time when the biggest thrill of the year was when Barnum and Bailey's wagons were unloaded
from the train, and the Fireman's Volunteer Band came marching down the street ahead of them,
on the way to the vacant lots where we watched the elephants put up the tents.

Remember . . .
Red light, Green light. Chocolate milk, Lunch tickets. Penny candy in a brown paper bag.
Hopscotch, butterscotch, doubledutch, jacks, kickball, dodgeball, y'all!??

Mother May 1?
Hula Hoops and Sunflower Seeds, Jolly Ranchers, blowpops, Mary Janes, Grape and
Watermelon Now-Laters? (What about "Alexander the Grape," "Lemonheads"?)

When the ice cream man came jingling down the street, kids coming running from blocks around,
and eatin' a 'super dooper sandwich' for a nickel.

Running through the sprinkler . . . The smell of the sun and lickin' salty lips . . .?

Watchin' Saturday Morning cartoons at the Rialto, all day for 10¢. And if your allowance was a
quarter, you had enough left over for 2 bags of popcorn and a soda!!

The National Anthem was played and we all stood, hands on our heart, as the curtains opened
before the NewsReel and the first movie, Our Gang, the Bowery Boys, The Three Stooges.

Intermission -- for all the kids to go running for whatever they needed to do most... The best part
was the cartoons, Mickey Mouse, Road Runner, Porky Pig, ------ and Bugs.

Then THE REAL DEAL -- Tarzan, Jungle Jim, Tom Mix, Gene Autry, Wild Bill Hickok, Errol
Flynn, The Lone Ranger, Sky King, The Invisible Man, Lon Chaney, Bela Lugosi and Boris
Karloff -- OOOHHH BOY!!!

Lon Chaney in London After Midnight Lon Chaney in Phantom of the Opera



Bela Lugosi in Count Dracula Boris Karloff in Frankenstein

Do You Remember That???

And a pocket full of dried peas and a peashooter??

Catchin' lightening bugs in a jar, playin sling shot and crack the whip?

When around the corner seemed far away,
And going downtown seemed like really going somewhere?

Climbing trees and getting sticky fingers, and a million mosquito bites?
Cops and Robbers, Cowboys and Indians. Runnin till you were out of breath, then sittin on the
curb and watching the stars? (You could see them then, 'cause the nearest street light was two

blocks away at the trolley stop.)

Sitting in an old apple tree and eating as many green apples as you could without worrying about
the green apple trots.

Going shoe skating (without real ice skates) with friends on the old slough that froze over in
winter.

Bedtime . . . Jumping on the bed, pillow fights, being tickled to death, laughing so hard that your
stomach hurt?

Being tired from playin'.... Remember that?

Crowding in a circle around the 'after school fight', then running when the teacher came?
What about the girl that had the big bubbly hand writing??

Do you remember each of the many loves you have had through life?

Eating Kool-aid powder with sugar - didn't that taste good?

Just to go back and say,

Yeah, I remember that!

There's nothing like the good old days! They were good then, and they're good now when we
think about them. One can't be serious ALL the time, eh?

Remember . . .

When there were two types of sneakers for girls and boys (Keds & PF Flyers), and the only time

you wore them at school, was for "gym?"

When it took five minutes for the TV to warm up? (How about before TV, when almost all
families had a radio, usually in the living room? . . . Or tickling the crystal to find the hot spot?)

When nearly everyone's mom was at home when the kids got there?
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When nobody owned a purebred dog?

When a quarter was a decent allowance, and another quarter a huge bonus? When you'd reach
into a muddy gutter for a penny?

When girls neither dated nor kissed until late high school, if then?
When your Mom wore nylons that came in two pieces?

When all of your male teachers wore neckties and female teachers had their hair done up,
everyday?

When you got your windshield cleaned, oil checked, and gas pumped, without asking, for free,
every time? And, you didn't pay for air? And, you got trading stamps to boot!

When nobody was prettier than Mom. And scrapes and bruises were kissed and made better.

When laundry detergent had free glasses, dishes or towels hidden inside the box? When flour
came in 501b. and 100Ib. printed cotton sacks for Mom to make pretty new dresses and blouses
for your sisters? (And your boxer shorts?) {{frown} }

(11/14/2000 - Mom still has some of those flour sacks saved after all these years, more than half
a century later, and she just told me she would make me some new shorts ....
ARGGGGGHHHH!!! .... Mom is 88 now!!! And still beautiful and going dancing three times a
week!!!)

When any parent could discipline any kid, or feed him, or use him to carry groceries, and nobody,
not even the kid, thought a thing of it.

When it was considered a great privilege to be taken out to dinner at a real restaurant with your
parents.

When they threatened to keep kids back a grade if they failed . . . and did!

When being sent to the principal's office was nothing compared to the fate that awaited a
misbehaving student at home? Basically, we were in fear for our lives but it wasn't because of
drive by shootings, drugs, gangs, etc. Our parents and grandparents were a much bigger threat!!

When we were taught the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution for United States in
school and knew what they meant, and we said the Pledge of Allegiance every day in the first
class of the morning.

When a hobo came to your door, you'd open the door and help them, never fearing for your
life....you were just helping another who was experiencing rough times.

I want to go back to the time when . . .
Decisions were made by going eeny-meeny-miney-mo and mistakes were corrected by simply
exclaiming, "Do it over!"

"Race issues" meant arguing about who ran the fastest.
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Money issues were handled by whoever was the banker in Monopoly.
Catching lightning bugs could happily occupy an entire evening.

It wasn't odd to have two or three "best" friends.

Being old referred to anyone over 20.

The net on a tennis court or the neighbor's fence was the perfect height to play volleyball and
rules didn't matter.

The worst thing you could catch from the opposite sex was cooties.
It was magic when Dad would "remove" his thumb.

Remember the before your eyes and how it made them blink when Dad would thump you on the
noggin, just before you went under his thumb? (Lordy, I was under it often enough!)

It was unbelievable that dodgeball wasn't an Olympic event.

Having a weapon in school meant being caught with a slingshot.

It was a big deal to finally be tall enough to ride the "big people" rides at the amusement park.
Getting a foot of snow was a dream come true.

Grampa said "Pull my finger."

Grandma would hide cookies for you.

Abilities you didn't know you had were discovered because of a "double-dog-dare".
Saturday morning cartoons weren't 30-minute ads for action figures.

Do you remember when . . . "Oly-oly-oxen-free" made perfect sense?

Spinning around, getting dizzy, and falling down was cause for giggles?

The worst embarrassment was being picked last for a team?

War was a card game?

Water balloons were the ultimate weapon?

Baseball cards in the spokes transformed any bike into a motorcycle?

Taking drugs meant orange-flavored chewable aspirin?

12



Home-made fresh peach or strawberry ice cream from real thick cream skimmed off the top of
the bottles was considered a basic food group? (You mean it isn't???!!1?)

Your older siblings were your worst tormentors, but also your fiercest protectors?

Feeling the unrelenting love and warmth that comes from hugging a fuzzy puppy while it happily
licks your face away...and all you can do is just giggle.

Being really thankful for all the good things in life that you've experienced, and having the
knowledge to know that bad things were secondary and temporary, and they only came along to
make you appreciate the good things more.

If you can remember most or all of these, then you have LIVED!!
And We, the Older Generation, have Survived!!!
Consider the changes we have witnessed ---

We were born before television, before penicillin, before polio shots, frozen foods, Xerox, plastic,
contact lenses, Frisbees and the Pill.

We were before radar, credit cards, split atoms, lazer beams and ball point pens, before
pantyhose, dishwashers, clothes dryers, electric blankets, air conditioners, drip-dry clothes and
long before man walked on the moon.

In our time, closets were for clothes, not for "coming out of." Bunnies were small rabbits, or dust
balls under the bed, not Volkswagons, or Playboy girls. Designer Jeans were scheming girls
named Jean or Jeanne, and having a meaningful relationship meant getting along well with our
cousins.

Fast food was what you ate during Lent, and Outer Space was the balcony of the Rialto Theater.

We were before house-husbands, gay rights, computer dating, dual careers, and commuter
marriages, day-care centers, group therapy and nursing homes. We never heard of FM radio, tape
decks, electric typewriters, artificial hearts, word processors, yogurt, and guys wearing earrings.

For us, time-sharing meant togetherness -- not computers or condominiums, a "chip" meant a
piece of wood, hardware meant hardware, and software wasn't even a word.

In our time, "Made in Japan" meant junk, and the term "making out" referred to how you did on
your exams. Pizzas, MacDonalds and instant coffee were unheard of.

We hit the scene when there were 5¢ and 10¢ stores, where you bought things for 5¢ and 10¢.
BiRite and Tripenys sold ice cream cones for a nickel or a dime, for a single or a double. For one
nickel you could ride a bus, make a phone call, buy a Pepsi or a Coke, or enough stamps to mail
one letter and two postcards. You could buy a new Chevy Coupe for $600 (but who could afford
one?)..and gas was 11¢ a gallon for regular and Ethyl was 13¢ a gallon.

We could recognize the "make and year" of a car from a distance, be it a Ford, Lincoln, Mercury,
Cadillac, LaSalle, Chevy, Pontiac, Buick, Chrysler, DeSoto, Plymouth, Dodge, Packard,
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Graham-Paige, Hupmobile, Cord, Auburn, Hudson, Nash, Studebaker, Willys, a host of others
now gone, and of course, the Crosley. We could sit on the running boards, fenders or the
bumpers. The bumpers could really withstand a bump, and an "air bag" referred to "somebody's
mother-in-law," or a congressman or senator.

All the boys wanted a roadster, and if you didn't have a Duece or A-bone, you weren't "in". And
the best place to be with your gal was in the rumble seat when you double dated.

You could get a FULL breakfast of coffee, juice, 2 eggs, hash browns, a slab of ham or sausage
or four pieces of bacon, toast and jelly for 39¢ !!!

In our day, cigarette smoking was fashionable, GRASS was mowed, Coke was a cold drink and
POT was something you cooked in. ROCK MUSIC was Grandma's lullaby and AIDS were
helpers in the Principal's office.

We certainly were not before the difference between the sexes was discovered, but we surely
were before the sex change, we made do with what we had. And we were probably the last

generation that thought you needed a husband to have a baby... We got married first, then lived
together! How quaint can you be??

It is no wonder the younger generations are so confused and there is such a generation gap today!!

But WE HAVE SURVIVED !l
What Better Reason To Celebrate???
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Teaching math.

Teaching Math in 1950:
A logger sells a truckload of lumber for $100. His cost of production is 4/5 of the price. What is
his profit?

Teaching Math in 1960:
A logger sells a truckload of lumber for $100. His cost of production is 4/5 of the price, or $80.
What is his profit?

Teaching Math in 1970:

A logger exchanges a set "L" of lumber for a set "M" of money. The cardinality of set "M" is 100.
Each element is worth one dollar.

Make 100 dots representing the elements of the set "M."

The set "C," the cost of production contains 20 fewer points than set "M."

Represent the set "C" as subset of set "M" and answer the following question: What is the
cardinality of the set "P" of profits?

Teaching Math in 1980:
A logger sells a truckload of lumber for $100. His cost of production is $80 and his profit is $20.
Your assignment: Underline the number 20.

Teaching Math in 1990:

By cutting down beautiful forest trees, the logger makes $20. What do you think of this way of
making a living? Topic for class participation after answering the question: How did the forest
birds and squirrels "feel" as the logger cut down the trees? There are no wrong answers.

Teaching Math in 2002:
A logger sells a truckload of lumber for $100. His cost of production is $120. How does Arthur
Andersen determine that his profit margin is $60?

Teaching Math in 2010:
El hachero vende un camion carga por $100. La cuesta de production es...
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Random Thoughts

1. Don't sweat the petty things and don't pet the sweaty things.

2. One tequila, two tequila, three tequila, floor.....

3. Atheism is a non-prophet organization.

4. If man evolved from monkeys and apes, why do we still have monkeys and apes?
5. The main reason Santa is so jolly is because he knows where all the bad girls live.

6. I went to a bookstore and asked the saleswoman, "Where's the self-help section?" She said if
she told me, it would defeat the purpose!

7. What if there were no hypothetical questions?
8. If a deaf person swears, does his mother wash his hands with soap?

9. If someone with multiple personalities threatens to kill himself, is it considered a hostage
situation?

10. Is there another word for synonym?

11. Where do forest rangers go to "get away from it all?"

12. What do you do when you see an endangered animal eating an endangered plant?
13. If a parsley farmer is sued, can they garnish his wages?

14. Would a fly without wings be called a walk?

15. Why do they lock gas station bathrooms? Are they afraid someone will clean them?
16. If a turtle doesn't have a shell, is he homeless or naked?

17. Can vegetarians eat animal crackers?

18. If the police arrest a mime, do they tell him he has the right to remain silent?

19. Why do they put Braille on the drive-through bank machines?

20. How do they get deer to cross the road only at those yellow road signs?

21. What was the best thing before sliced bread?

22. One nice thing about egotists: they don't talk about other people.
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23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Does the Little Mermaid wear an algebra?

Do infants enjoy infancy as much as adults enjoy adultery?

How is it possible to have a civil war ?

If one synchronized swimmer drowns, do the rest drown, too?

If you ate both pasta and antipasto, would you still be hungry?

If you try to fail, and succeed, which have you done?

Whose cruel idea was it for the word "Lisp" to have "S" in it?

Why are hemorrhoids called "hemorrhoids" instead of "assteroids"?
Why is it called tourist season if we can't shoot at them?

Why is there an expiration date on sour cream?
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What is Life?

On the first day, God created the cow. God said, "You must go to the field with the farmer all
day long and suffer under the sun, have calves and give milk to support the farmer. I will give
you a life span of

sixty years. The cow said, "That's kind of a tough life you want me to live for sixty years. Let me
have twenty and I'll give back the other forty". And God agreed.

On the second day, God created the monkey. God said, "Entertain people, do monkey tricks,
make them laugh. I'll give you a twenty year life span." The monkey said, "How boring, monkey
tricks for twenty years? I don't think so. I'll give you back ten, okay?" And God agreed.

On the third day, God created the dog. God said, "Sit all day by the door of your house and bark
at anyone who comes in or walks past. I will give you a life span of twenty years. The dog said,
"That's too

long to be barking. Give me ten years and I'll give you back the other ten." So God agreed (sigh).

On the fourth day, God created man. God said, "Eat, sleep, play, have sex, enjoy. Do nothing,
just enjoy. I'll give you twenty years." Man said, "What? Only twenty years" No way, man.
Tell you what, I'll

take my twenty, and the forty the cow gave back, and the ten the monkey gave back and the ten
the dog gave back, and that makes eighty, okay?"

"Okay" said God. "You've got a deal". So that is why the first twenty years we eat, sleep, play,
have sex, and enjoy, and do nothing; for the next forty years we slave in the sun to support our
family; for the

next ten years we do monkey tricks to entertain the grandchildren; and for the last ten years we
sit on the front porch and bark at everyone.

Life has now been explained.
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Nineteen Things That Took Me Fifty Years to Learn

1. Never under any circumstances take a sleeping pill and a laxative on the same night.

2. If you had to identify, in one word, the reason why the human race has not achieved, and
never will achieve, its full potential, that word would be "meetings."

3. There is a very fine line between "hobby" and "mental illness."

4. People who want to share their religious views with you almost never want you to share yours
with them.

5. And when God, who created the entire universe with all of its glories, decides to deliver a
message to humanity, He WILL NOT use, as His messenger, a person on cable TV with a bad
hairstyle...

6. You should not confuse your career with your life.

7. No matter what happens, somebody will find a way to take it too seriously.

8. When trouble arises and things look bad, there is always one individual who perceives a
solution and is willing to take command...Very often, that individual is crazy.

9. Nobody cares if you can't dance well. Just get up and dance.
10. Never lick a steak knife.

11. Take out the fortune before you eat the cookie.

12. The most powerful force in the universe is gossip.

13. You will never find anybody giving a clear and compelling reason why we observe daylight
savings time.

14. You should never say anything to a woman that even remotely suggests that you think she's
pregnant unless you can see an actual baby emerging from her at that moment.

15. There comes a time when you should stop expecting other people to make a big deal about
your birthday. That time is age eleven.

16. "The one thing that unites all human beings, regardless of age, gender, religion, economic
status or ethnic background, is that, deep down inside, we ALL believe that we are above

average drivers.

17. The main accomplishment of almost all organized protests is to annoy people who are not in
them.

18. A person who is nice to you, but rude to the waiter, is not a nice person.
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19. Your friends love you anyway.
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Hooray for Andy Rooney.

Andy Rooney said on 60 minutes a few weeks back: (for those of you that don't know Andy
Rooney, he is a 82 year old US TV commentator.)

I like big cars, big boats, big motorcycles, big houses and big campfires.

I believe the money I make belongs to me and my family, not some governmental stooge with a
bad comb-over who wants to give it away to crack addicts for squirting out babies.

Guns do not make you a killer. I think killing makes you a killer. You can kill someone with a
baseball bat or a car, but no one is trying to ban you from driving to the ball game.

I believe they are called the Boy Scouts for a reason, that is why there are no girls allowed. Girls
belong in the Girl Scouts!

I think that if you feel homosexuality is wrong, it is not a phobia, it is an opinion.

I don't think being a minority makes you a victim of anything except numbers. The only things I
can think of that are truly discriminatory are things like the United Negro College Fund, Jet
Magazine, Black Entertainment Television, and Miss Black America. Try to have things like the
United Caucasian College Fund, Cloud Magazine, White Entertainment Television, or Miss
White America; and see what happens. Jesse Jackson will be knocking down your door.

I have the right "NOT" to be tolerant of others because they are different, weird, or tick me off.

When 70% of the people who get arrested are black, in cities where 70% of the population is
black, that is not racial profiling, it is the Law of Probability.

I know what sex is, and there are not varying degrees of it. If I received sex from one of my
subordinates in my office, it wouldn't be a private matter or my personal business. I would be
"FIRED" immediately!

I believe that if you are selling me a milk shake, a pack of cigarettes, a newspaper or a hotel
room, you must do it in English!

As a matter of fact, if you want to be an American citizen, you should have to speak English!

My father and grandfather didn't die in vain so you could leave the countries you were born in to
come over and disrespect ours. I think the police should have every right to shoot your sorry self
if you threaten them after they tell you to stop. If you can't understand the word "freeze" or
"stop" in English, see the above lines.

I feel much safer letting a machine with no political affiliation recount votes when needed. I
know what the definition of lying is.

I don't think just because you were not born in this country, you are qualified for any special loan
programs, government sponsored bank loans or tax breaks, etc., so you can open a hotel, coffee
shop, trinket store, or any other business.

21



We did not go to the aid of certain foreign countries and risk our lives in wars to defend their
freedoms, so that decades later they could come over here and tell us our constitution is a living
document; and open to their interpretations.

I don't hate the rich. I don't pity the poor. I know pro wrestling is fake, but so are movies and
television. That doesn't stop you from watching them.

I think Bill Gates has every right to keep every penny he made and continue to make more. If it
ticks you off, go and invent the next operating system that's better, and put your name on the
building. Ask your buddy that invented the Internet to help you.

It doesn't take a whole village to raise a child right, but it does take a parent to stand up to the kid;
and smack their little behinds when necessary, and say "NO!"

"I think tattoos and piercing are fine if you want them, but please don't pretend they are a
political statement. And, please, stay home until that new lip ring heals. I don't want to look at
your ugly infected mouth as you serve me fries!

I am sick of "Political Correctness." I know a lot of black people, and not a single one of them
was born in Africa; so how can they be "African-Americans"? Besides, Africa is a continent. |
don't go around saying I am a European-American because my great, great, great, great, great,
great grandfather was from Europe. I am proud to be from America and nowhere else.

If you don't like my point of view... tough. DON'T PASS IT ON!!

Have a nice day and be good.

22



Cowboy's Prayer 1

Jake, the rancher, went one day
to fix a distant fence.
The wind was cold and gusty
and the clouds rolled gray and dense.

As he pounded the last staples in
and gathered tools to go,
The temperature had fallen
and the snow began to blow.

When he finally reached his pickup,
he felt a heavy heart,
from the sound of that ignition,
he knew it wouldn't start.

So Jake did what most of us do
if we'd have been there.
He humbly bowed his balding head
and sent aloft a prayer.

As he turned the key for the last time,
he softly cursed his luck.
They found him three days later,
frozen stiff in that old truck.

Now Jake had been around in life
and had his share of ex'es.
But when he saw Heaven,
he was shocked -- it look just like Texas.

Of all the saints in Heaven,
his favorite was St. Peter.
Now, this line, it ain't needed
but it helps with rhyme and meter.

So they set and talked a minute or two,
or maybe it was three,
Nobody was keepin' score --
in Heaven time is free.

"I've always heard," Jake said to Pete,
"that God will answer prayers,
But one time | asked for help,

well He, just plain wasn't there.

Does God answer prayers of some,
and ignores the prayers of others?
That don't seem exactly square --
| know all men are brothers.

Or does he randomly reply,
without good rhyme or reason?
Maybe, it's the time of day,
the weather or the season.

Now | ain't trying to act smart,
it's just the way | feel,
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And | was wonderin', could you tell --
what the heck's the deal?

Peter listened very patiently
and when Jake was done,
There were smiles of recognition,
and he said, "So, you're the one!

That day your truck, it wouldn't start,
and you sent your prayer a flying,
You gave us all a real bad time,
with hundreds of us a trying.

A thousand angels rushed to check
the status of your file,
But you know, Jake, we hadn't heard
from you in quite a while

And though all prayers are answered,
and God ain't got no quota,
He didn't recognize your voice,
and started a truck in North Dakota.
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A COWBOY'S PRAYER 2

Oh Lord, I’ve never lived where churches grow.
I love creation better as it stood,
That day You finished it so long ago;
And looked upon Your work and called it good.

I know that others find You in the light,
That’s sifted down through tinted window panes.
And yet I seem to feel You near tonight,

In this dim, quiet starlight on the plains.

I thank You, Lord, that I am placed so well,
That You have made my freedom so complete;
That I’m no slave of whistle, clock or bell,
Nor weak-eyed prisoner of wall and street.

Just let me live my life as I’ve begun,
And give me work that’s open to the sky;
Make me a pardner of the wind and sun,
And I won’t ask a life that’s soft or high.

Let me be easy on the man that’s down;

Let me be square and generous with all.
I’m careless sometimes, Lord, when I’m in town,

But never let’m say I’m mean or small!

Make me as big and open as the plains,

As honest as the hoss between my knees,
Clean as the wind that blows behind the rains,
Free as the hawk that circles down the breeze!

Forgive me, Lord, if sometimes I forget,
You know about the reasons that are hid.
You understand the things that gall and fret;
You know me better than my mother did.

Just keep an eye on all that’s done and said;
And right me, sometimes, when I turn aside,
And guide me on the long trail ahead
That stretches upward toward the Great Divide.

Anonymous
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A Cowboy's Prayer 3

God? I don't mean to bother you none. It's been a spell since I talked to you last. T
reckon I ought to thank you for all you do 'cause this ole cowboy has had quite a
past.

I'm gettin’ too old to drive these herds. My bones hurt and my temper gets short,
but somehow these younger boys need this old man when they get to missin' home
and get a little out of sorts.

As T lay here lookin' up at the stars I can't imagine not bein' right here listenin' to
the night critters makin' their noise. You're lookin' down on me so I have nothing
to fear.

You've been really good to me. You've given me a lot of years to ride these trails.
It's fed my family but not made me rich and my youngin's love my tall tales.

I pray you'll guide me along with all these cattle along the way. Let there be plenty
of water and feed and keep the wind a gentle breeze and clouds in the sky, 'cause
with these things, it's all we really need.

I'm gonna say goodnight for now. I always feel a might better after talkin’ with
you. Thank you for listening to this old cowboy. And God .... T love you too.
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The Cops

A guy is being tailgated by a stressed-out woman on a busy boulevard. Suddenly,
the light turns yellow, just in front of him. He does the right thing, and stops at
the crosswalk, even though he could probably have beaten the red light by
accelerating through the intersection.

The tailgating woman hits the roof, and the horn, screaming in frustration as
she misses her chance to get through the intersection with him. As she is still in
mid-rant, she hears a tap on her window and looks up into the face of a very
serious police officer. The officer orders her to exit her car with her hands up. He
takes her to the police station where she is searched, fingerprinted, photographed,
and placed in a cell.

After a couple of hours, a police officer approaches the cell and opens the
door. She is escorted back to the booking desk where the arresting officer is
waiting with her personal effects. He says, "I'm very sorry for this mistake. You
see, I pulled up behind your car while you were blowing your horn, flipping the guy
off in front of you, and cussing a blue streak at him. I noticed the 'Choose Life'
license plate holder, the 'What Would Jesus Do?' bumper sticker, the 'Follow Me
to Sunday School' bumper sticker, and the chrome plated Christian fish emblem on
the trunk."

“Naturally, I assumed you had stolen the car."
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The Fisherman...

One day, a fisherman was lying on a beautiful beach, with his favorite fishing pole propped
up in the sand and his solitary line cast out into the sparkling blue surf. He was enjoying
the warmth of the afternoon sun and the prospect of catching a fish.

About that time, a businessman comes walking down the beach, trying to relieve some of
the stress of his workday. He noticed the fisherman sitting on the beach and decided to
find out why this fisherman was fishing instead of working harder to make a living for
himself and his family.

"You aren't going to catch many fish that way," said the businessman to the fisherman,
"you should be working rather than lying on the beach!"

The fisherman looked up at the businessman, smiled and replied, "And what will my reward
be?"

"Well, you can get bigger nets and catch more fish!" was the businessman's answer.
"And then what will my reward be?" asked the fisherman, still smiling.

The businessman replied, "You will make more money and you'll be able to buy a boat, which
will then result in larger catches of fish!"

"And then what will my reward be?" asked the fisherman again.

The businessman was beginning to get a little irritated with the fisherman's questions.
"You can buy a bigger boat, and hire some people to work for you!" he said.

"And then what will my reward be?" repeated the fisherman.

The businessman was getting angry. "Don't you understand? You can build up a fleet of
fishing boats, sail all over the world, and let all your employees catch the fish for you!"

Once again the fisherman asked "And then what will my reward be?"

The businessman was red with rage and shouted at the fisherman, "Don't you understand

that you can become so rich that you will never have to work for your living again! You can
spend all the rest of your days sitting on this beach, looking at the sunset. You won't have

a care in the world!"

The fisherman, still smiling, looked up and said...
"And what do you think I'm doing right now??"
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Dumb and dumber people...

Stupid people should have to wear signs that just say, "I'm Stupid".
That way you wouldn't rely on them, would you? You wouldn't ask them anything. It would
be like, "Excuse me... oops, nevermind. I didn't see your sign."

It's like before my wife and I moved. Our house was full of boxes and there was a U Haul
truck in our driveway. My neighbor comes over and says "Hey, you moving?" "Nope. We just
pack our stuff up once or twice a week to see how many boxes it takes. Here's your sign."

A couple of months ago I went fishing with a buddy of mine, we pulled his boat into the
dock, I lifted up this big stringer of bass and this idiot on the dock goes, "Hey, y'all catch
all them fish?" "Nope, Talked ‘em into giving up. Here's your sign."

I was watching one of those animal shows on the Discovery Channel. There was a guy
inventing a shark bite suit. And there's only one way to test it. "Alright Jimmy, you got
that shark suit on, it looks good... They want you to jump into this pool of sharks, and you
tell us if it hurts when they bite you."

"Well, all right, but hold my sign. I don't wanna lose it."

Last time I had a flat tire, I pulled my truck into one of those side of the road gas
stations. The attendant walks out, looks at my truck, looks at me, and T SWEAR he said,
"Tire go flat?" I couldn't resist. said, "Nope. I was driving around and those other three
just swelled right up on me. Here's your sign."

We were frying to sell our car about a year ago. A guy came over to the house and drove
the car around for about 45 minutes. We get back to the house, he gets out of the car,
reaches down and grabs the exhaust pipe, then says, "Darn that's hot!"

See? If he'd been wearing his sign, I could have stopped him.

I learned to drive an 18 wheeler in my days of adventure. Wouldn't you know I misjudged
the height of a bridge. The truck got stuck and I couldn't get it out no matter how I tried.
I radioed in for help and eventually a local cop shows up to take the report. He went
through his basic questioning.. ok. No problem. I thought for sure he was clear of needing a
sign...... until he asked "So.. is your truck stuck?" I couldn't help myself! I looked at him,
looked back at the rig and then back to him and said "No, I'm delivering a bridge...

here's your sign."

and the winner is: T stayed late at work one night and a co worker looked at me and said
"Are you still here?" I replied, "No. I left about 10 minutes ago.

Here's your sign."

Anybody you know need a sign today?
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KIDS' INSTRUCTIONS ON LIFE......

Never trust a dog to watch your food. Patrick, Age 10

When you want something expensive, ask your grandparents. Matthew, Age 12
Never smart off to a teacher whose eyes and ears are twitching. Andrew, Age 9
Wear a hat when feeding seagulls. Rocky, Age 9

Sleep in your clothes so you'll be dressed in the morning. Stephanie, Age 8
Never try to hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk. Rosemary, Age 7

Don't flush the toilet when you dad's in the shower. Lamar, Age 10

Never ask for anything that costs more than five dollars when your parents are doing taxes. Carrol, Age 9

Never bug a pregnant mom. Nicholas, Age 11

Don't ever be too full for dessert. Kelly, Age 10

When your dad is mad and asks you, "Do I look stupid?" don't answer him. Heather, Age 16

Never tell your mom her diet's not working. Michael, Age 14

Don't pick on your sister when she's holding a baseball bat. Joel, Age 12

When you get a bad grade in school, show it to your mom when she's on the phone. Alyesha, Age 13
Never try to baptize a cat. Laura, Age 13

Never spit when on a roller coaster. Scott, Age 11

Never do pranks at a police station. Sam, Age 10

Beware of cafeteria food when it looks like it's moving. Rob, Age 10

Never tell your little brother that you're not going to do what your mom told you to do. Hank, Age 12
Remember you're never too old to hold your father's hand. Molly, Age 11

Listen to your brain. It has lots of information. Chelsey, Age 7

Stay away from prunes. Randy, Age 9

Never dare your little brother to paint the family car. Phillip, Age 13

Forget the cake, go for the icing. Cynthia, Age 8
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50 facts about men.

1. Men like to barbecue. Men will cook if danger is involved.

2. Men who have pierced ears are better prepared for marriage. They've experienced pain and
bought jewelry.

3. If you buy your husband or boyfriend a video camera, for the first few weeks he has it, lock
the door when you go to the bathroom. Most of my husband's early films end with a scream and
a flush.

4. Be careful of men who are bald and rich; the arrogance of "rich" usually cancels out the nice
of "bald."

5. Marrying a divorced man is ecologically responsible. In a world where there are more women
than men, it pays to recycle.

6. Men are very confident people. My husband is so confident that when he watches sports on
television, he thinks that if he concentrates he can help his team. If the team is in trouble, he
coaches the players from our living room, and if they're really in trouble, I have to get off the
phone in case they call him.

7. If it's attention you want, don't get involved with a man during play-off season.

8. Men like phones with lots of buttons. It makes them feel important.

9. Men love to be the first to read the newspaper in the morning. Not being the first is upsetting
to their psyches.

10. All men look nerdy in black socks and sandals.

11. The way a man looks at himself in a mirror will tell you if he can ever care about anyone else.
12. Don't try to teach men how to do anything in public. They can learn in private; in public they
have to know.

13. Men who are going bald often wear baseball caps.

14. All men are afraid of eyelash curlers. I sleep with one under my pillow, instead of a gun.

15. A good place to meet a man is at the dry cleaner. These men usually have jobs and bathe.

16. Men love watches with multiple functions. My husband has one that is a combination address
book, telescope and piano.

17. All men hate to hear "We need to talk about our relationship." These seven words strike fear
in the heart of even General Schwarzkopf.

18. Men are sensitive in strange ways. If a man has built a fire and the last log does not burn, he
will take it personally.

19. Men are brave enough to go to war, but they are not brave enough to get a bikini wax.

20. All men think that they're nice guys. Some of them are not. Contact me for a list of names.
21. Men don't get cellulite. God might just be a man.

22. Men have an easier time buying bathing suits. Women have two types: depressing and more
depressing. Men have two types: nerdy and not nerdy.

23. Men have higher body temperatures than women. If your heating goes out in winter, I
recommend sleeping next to a man. Men are like portable heaters that snore.

24. Women take clothing much more seriously than men. I've never seen a man walk into a party
and say "Oh, my God, I'm so embarrassed; get me out of here. There's another man wearing a
black tuxedo."

25. Most men hate to shop. That's why the men's department is usually on the first floor of a
department store, two inches from the door.

26. If a man prepares dinner for you and the salad contains three or more types of lettuce, he is
serious.
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27. If you're dating a man who you think might be "Mr. Right," if he a) got older, b) got a new
job, or c) visited a psychiatrist, you are in for a nasty surprise. The cocoon-to-butterfly theory
only works on cocoons and butterflies.

28. Men own basketball teams. Every year cheerleaders' outfits get tighter and briefer, and
players' shorts get baggier and longer.

29. No man is charming all of the time. Even Cary Grant is on record saying he wished he could
be Cary Grant.

30. When four or more men get together, they talk about sports.

31. When four or more women get together, they talk about men.

32. Not one man in a beer commercial has a beer belly.

33. Men are less sentimental than women. No man has ever seen the movie THE WAY WE
WERE twice, voluntarily.

34. Most women are introspective: "Am I in love? Am I emotionally and creatively fulfilled?"
Most men are outrospective: "Did my team win? How's my car?"

35. If a man says, "I'll call you," and he doesn't, he didn't forget... he didn't lose your number...
he didn't die. He just didn't want to call you.

36. Men hate to lose. I once beat my husband at tennis. I asked him, "Are we going to have sex
again?" He said, "Yes, but not with each other."

37. Men who can eat anything they want and not gain weight should do it out of sight of women.
38. Getting rid of a man without hurting his masculinity is a problem. "Get out" and "I never
want to see you again" might sound like a challenge. If you want to get rid of a man, I suggest
saying, "I love you... I want to marry you... I want to have your children." Sometimes they leave
skid marks.

39. Men accept compliments much better than women do. Example: "Mitch, you look great."
Mitch:"Thanks." On the other side:"Ruth, you look great." Ruth: "I do? Must be the lighting."
40. Impulse buying is not macho. Men rarely call the Home Shopping Network.

41. Men who listen to classical music tend not to spit.

42. Only men who have worn a ski suit understand how complicated it is for a woman to go to
the bathroom when she's wearing a jumpsuit.

43. Men don't feel the urge to get married as quickly as women do because their clothes all
button and zip in the front. Women's dresses usually button and zip in the back. We need men
emotionally and sexually, but we also need men to help us get dressed.

44. Men are self-confident because they grow up identifying with superheros. Women have bad
self-images because they grow up identifying with Barbie.

45. When a woman tries on clothing from her closet that feels tight, she will assume she has
gained weight. When a man tries something from his closet that feels tight, he will assume the
clothing has shrunk.

46. Male menopause is a lot more fun than female menopause. With female menopause you gain
weight and get hot flashes. Male menopause - you get to date young girls and drive motorcycles.
47. Men forget everything; women remember everything.

48. That's why men need instant replays in sports. They've already forgotten what happened.

49. Men would like monogamy better if it sounded less like monotony.

50. All men would still really like to own a train set.

Here's the most complete women's facts:
50 facts about women.

1. Women love to shop. It is the one area of the world where they feel like they're actually in
control.
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2. Women especially love a bargain. The question of "need" is irrelevant, so don't bother
pointing it out. Anything on sale is fair game.

3. Women never have anything to wear. Don't question the racks of clothes in the closet; you
"just don't understand".

4. Women need to cry. And they won't do it alone unless they know you can hear them.

5. Women will always ask questions that have no right answer, in an effort to trap you into
feeling guilty.

6. Women love to talk. Silence intimidates them and they feel a need to fill it, even if they have
nothing to say.

7. Women need to feel like there are people worse off than they are. That's why soap operas and
Oprah Winfrey-type shows are so successful.

8. Women don't need sex as often as men do. This is because sex is more physical for men and
more emotional for women. Just knowing that the man *wants* to have sex with them fulfills the
emotional need.

9. Women hate bugs. Even the strong-willed ones need a man around when there's a spider or a
wasp involved.

10. Women can't keep secrets. They eat away at them from the inside. And they don't view it as
being untrustworthy, providing they only tell two or three people.

11. Women always go to public restrooms in groups. It gives them a chance to gossip.

12. Women can't refuse to answer a ringing phone, no matter what she's doing. It might be the
lottery calling.

13. Women never understand why men love toys. Men understand that they wouldn't need toys if
women had an "on/off" switch.

14. Women think all beer is the same.

15. Women keep three different shampoos and two different conditioners in the shower.

16. After a woman showers, the bathroom will smell like a tropical rain forest.

17. Women don't understand the appeal of sports. Men seek entertainment that allows them to
escape reality. Women seek entertainment that reminds them of how horrible things *could* be.
18. If a man goes on a seven-day trip, he'll pack five days worth of clothes and will wear some
things twice; if a woman goes on a seven-day trip she'll pack 21 outfits because she doesn't know
what she'll feel like wearing each day.

19. Women brush their hair *before* bed.

20. Watch a woman eat an ice cream cone and you'll have a pretty good idea about how she'll be
in bed.

21. Women are paid less than men, except for Modeling.

22. Women are *never* wrong. Apologizing is the mans responsibility, "It's there in the bible".
hmmm who was it that gave Adam the apple?

23. Women do *not* know anything about cars. "Oil-stick, oil doesn't stick?"

24. Women have better restrooms. They get the nice chairs and red carpet.

25. The average number of items in a typical woman's bathroom is 437. A man would not be
able to identify most of these items.

26. Women love cats. Men say they love cats, but when women aren't looking, men kick cats.
27. Women love to talk on the phone. A woman can visit her girlfriend for two weeks, and upon
returning home, she will call the same friend and they will talk for three hours.

28. A woman will dress up to go shopping, water the plants, empty the garbage, answer the
phone, read a book, or get the mail.

29. Women don't try as hard as men during sex; after all, they don't fall asleep afterwards.

30. Women will drive miles out of their way to avoid the possibility of getting lost using a
shortcut.

31. Women do NOT want an honest answer to the question, 'How do I look?'
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32. PMS stands for: Permissible Man-Slaughter. (Or at least men think it means that. PMS also
stands for Punish My Spouse.

33. The first naked man woman see is "Ken".

34. Women are looking for that one man to satisfy their every want and need; Men are looking
for every woman to satisfy that one want and need.

35. Women are insecure about their weight, butt and breast-size.

36. Women will make three right-hand turns to avoid making one left-hand turn.

37. "Oh, nothing," has an entirely different meaning in woman-language than it does in man-
language.

38a All women are overweight by definition, don't argue with them about it.

38b All women are overweight by definition, don't agree with them about it.

39. If it is not Valentines day, and you see a man in a flower shop, you can probably start up a
conversation by asking, "What did you do?"

40. Only women understand the reason for "guest towels" and the "good china".

41. If a man ticks off a woman she will often respond by getting a fuzzy toilet cover which
warms their rear, but makes it impossible for the lid to stay up thus it constantly gets peed on by
the guys. (which gets them in more trouble)

42. Women never check to see if the lid is up. They seem to prefer taking a flying butt leap
towards the bowl and then chewing men out because they "left the seat up" instead of taking two
seconds and lowering it themselves.

43. Women can get out of speeding tickets by pouting. This will get men arrested.

44. Women don't really care about a sense of humor in a guy despite claims to the contrary. You
don't see womens trampling over Tom Cruise to get to Gilbert Gottfried do you?

45. Sex allows women to do three of their favorite things: 1) Telling men they're doing it wrong;
"Not there! " 2) Demanding extra attention; "You can't stop yet!" 3) Martyring themselves;
"<SIGH> That's all right, maybe next time...<sigh>"

46. It's OK for women to dance with each other and not be gay, You don't see straight men
dancing together.

47. All women seek equality with men until it comes to sharing the closet, taking out the trash,
and picking up the check.

48. Women always have 5 pounds to lose, but don't bring this up unless they really have 5
pounds to gain.

49. Women will spend hours dressing up to go out, and then they'll go out and spend more time
checking out other women.

50. Men can never catch women checking out other men; women'll always catch men checking
out other women.

51. The most embarrissing thing for women is to find another woman wearing the same dress at
a formal party. You don't hear men say: "Oh-my-GOD, there's another man wearing a black tux,
get me outta here!"
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An unemployed man went to apply for a job with Microsoft as a janitor. The manager there
arranges for him to take an aptitude test. After the test, the manager says, "You will be employed
as a janitor at minimum wage, $5.15 an hour. Let me have your e-mail address, so that I can send
you a form to complete and tell you where to report for work on your first day."

Taken aback, the man protests that he has neither a computer nor an e-mail address. To this the
MS manager replies, "Well, then, that means that you virtually don't exist and can therefore
hardly expect to be employed by Microsoft."

Stunned, the man leaves. Not knowing where to turn and having only $10.00 in his wallet, he
buys a 25 1b flat of tomatoes at the supermarket. In less than two hours, he sells all the tomatoes
individually at 100% profit.

Repeating the process several times more that day, he ends up with almost $100.00 before going
to sleep that night. Thus, it dawns on him that he could quite easily make a living selling
tomatoes.

Getting up early every day and going to bed late, he multiplies his profits quickly. After a

short time, he acquires a cart to transport several dozen boxes of tomatoes, only to have to trade
it in again so that he can buy a pickup truck to support his expanding business. By the end of
the second year, he is the owner of a fleet of pickup trucks and manages a staff of a hundred
former unemployed people, all selling tomatoes.

Planning for the future of his wife and children, he decides to buy some life insurance.
Consulting with an insurance adviser, he picks an insurance plan to fit his new circumstances.
At the end of the telephone conversation, the adviser asks him for his e-mail address in order to
send the final documents electronically.

When the man replies that he has no e-mail, the adviser is stunned. "What, you don't have e-mail?
How on earth have you managed to amass such wealth without the Internet, e-mail and
eCommerce? Just imagine where you would be now, if you had been connected to the Internet
from the very start!"

"Well," replied the tomato millionaire, "I would be a janitor at Microsoft!"
By definition, a fable must have a moral. This one has four:

1. The Internet, e-mail and eCommerce do not need to rule your life.

2. If you don't have e-mail, but work hard, you can still become a millionaire.

3. Since you got this story via e-mail, you're probably closer to becoming a janitor than you are
to becoming a millionaire.

4. If you do have a computer and e-mail, you have already been taken to the cleaners by
Microsoft.
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25 signs you've "grown up"

1

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

. Your potted plants are alive. And you can't smoke a one of them.
. Having sex in a twin-sized bed is absurd.

. You keep more food than beer in the fridge.

. 6:00 AM is when you get up, not when you go to sleep.

. You hear your favorite song on an elevator.

. You carry an umbrella. You watch the Weather Channel.

. Your friends marry and divorce instead of hookup and breakup.

. You go from 130 days of vacation time to 7.

. Jeans and a sweater no longer qualify as 'dressed up.'

You're the one calling the police because those darn kids next door don't know how to turn down the stereo.
Older relatives feel comfortable telling sex jokes around you.

You don't know what time Taco Bell closes anymore.

Your car insurance goes down and your car payments go up.

You feed your dog Science Diet instead of McDonald's.

Sleeping on the couch makes your back hurt.

You no longer take naps from noon to 6 p.m.

Dinner and a movie = The whole date instead of the beginning of one.

Eating a basket of chicken wings at 3 a.m. would severely upset, rather than settle, your stomach.
. You go to the drugstore for Ibuprofen and antacids, not condoms and pregnancy test kits.

A $4.00 bottle of wine is no longer 'pretty good stuff.'

You actually eat breakfast foods at breakfast time.

"I just can't drink the way I used to," replaces "I'm never going to drink that much again."

Over 90% of the time you spend in front of a computer is for real work.

You don't drink at home to save money before going to a bar.

You read this entire list looking for one sign that doesn't apply to you!
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How Did We Ever Survive Our Childhood?

My Mom used to cut chicken, chop eggs and spread mayo on the same cutting
board with the same knife and no bleach, but we didn't seem to get food poisoning.

My Mom used to defrost hamburger on the counter AND | used to eat it raw
sometimes too, but | can't remember getting E-coli.

Almost all of us would have rather gone swimming in the lake instead of a pristine
pool (talk about boring).

The term cell phone would have conjured up a phone in a jail cell, and a pager
was the school PA system.

We all took gym, not PE ... and risked permanent injury with a pair of high top
Ked's (only worn in gym) instead of having cross-training athletic shoes with air
cushion soles and built in light reflectors. | can't recall any injuries but they must
have happened because they tell us how much safer we are now. Flunking gym
was not an option ... even for stupid kids! | guess PE must be much harder than

gym.

Every year, someone taught the whole school a lesson by running in the halls with
leather soles on linoleum tile and hitting the wet spot. How much better off would
we be today if we only knew we could have sued the school system.

Speaking of school, we all said prayers and sang the national anthem and staying
in detention after school caught all sorts of negative attention. We must have had
horribly damaged psyches. | can't understand it. Schools didn't offer 14 year olds
an abortion or condoms (we wouldn't have known what either was anyway) but
they did give us a couple of baby aspirin and cough syrup if we started getting the
sniffles.

What an archaic health system we had then. Remember school nurses? Ours wore
a hat and everything.

| thought that | was supposed to accomplish something before | was allowed to be
proud of myself.

| just can't recall how bored we were without computers, PlayStation, Nintendo,
X-box or 270 digital cable stations.

I must be repressing that memory as | try to rationalize through the denial of the
dangers could have befallen us as we trekked off each day about a mile down the
road to some guy's vacant 20, built forts out of branches and pieces of plywood,
made trails, and fought over who got to be the Lone Ranger. What was that
property owner thinking, letting us play on that lot? He should have been locked
up for not putting up a fence around the property, complete with a self-closing
gate and an infrared intruder alarm.
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Oh yeah... and where was the Benadryl and sterilization kit when | got that bee
sting? | could have been killed!

We played king of the hill on piles of gravel left on vacant construction sites and
when we got hurt, Mom pulled out the 48 cent bottle of Mercurochrome and then
we got our butt spanked. Now it's a trip to the emergency room, followed by a 10-
day dose of a $49 bottle of antibiotics and then Mom calls the attorney to sue the
contractor for leaving a horribly vicious pile of gravel where it was such a threat.

We didn't act up at the neighbor's house either because if we did, we got our butt
spanked (physical abuse) there too ... and then we got our butt spanked again
when we got home.

Mom invited the door to door salesman inside for coffee, kids choked down the
dust from the gravel driveway while playing with Tonka trucks (Remember why
Tonka trucks were made tough...it wasn't so that they could take the rough
Berber in the family room), and Dad drove a car with leaded gas.

Our music had to be left inside when we went out to play and | am sure that |
nearly exhausted my imagination a couple of times when we went on two week
vacations. | should probably sue the folks now for the danger they put us in when
we all slept in campgrounds in the family tent.

Summers were spent behind the push lawn mower and | didn't even know that
mowers came with motors until | was 13 and we got one without an automatic
blade-stop or an auto-drive.

How sick were my parents? Of course my parents weren't the only psychos. | recall
Donny Reynolds from next door coming over and doing his tricks on the front
stoop just before he fell off. Little did his Mom know that she could have owned
our house. Instead she picked him up and swatted him for being such a goof. It
was a neighborhood run amuck.

To top it off, not a single person | knew had ever been told that they were from a
dysfunctional family. How could we possibly have known that we needed to get
into group therapy and anger management classes?

We were obviously duped by so many societal ills, that we didn't even notice that
the entire country wasn't taking Prozac!
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How old is Grandma?

One evening a grandson was talking to his grandmother about current events. The grandson
asked his grandmother what she thought about the shootings at schools, the computer age, and
just things in general.

The Grandma replied, "Well, let me think a minute, [ was born before television, penicillin, polio
shots, frozen foods, Xerox, contact lenses, Frisbees and the Pill. There was no police radar, credit
cards, laser beams or ballpoint pens. Man had not invented pantyhose, air conditioners,
dishwashers, clothes dryers, and the clothes were hung out to dry in the fresh air and man hadn't
yet walked on the moon. Your Grandfather and I got married first - and then lived together.
Every family had a father and a mother. Until I was 25, I called every man older than I, 'Sir' - and
after I turned 25, I still called policemen and every man with a title, "Sir.' This was before gay-
rights, computer dating, dual careers, daycare centers, and group therapy.

Our lives were governed by the Ten Commandments,good judgment, and common sense. We
were taught to know the difference between right and wrong and to stand up and take
responsibility for our actions. Serving your country was a privilege; living in this country was a
bigger privilege. We thought fast food was what people ate during Lent. Having a meaningful
relationship meant getting along with your cousins.

Draft dodgers were people who closed their front doors when the evening breeze started. Time-
sharing meant time the family spent together in the evenings and we never heard of FM radios,
tape decks, CDs, electric typewriters, yogurt, or guys wearing earrings. Long hair meant classical
music. We listened to the Big Bands, Jack Benny, and the President's speeches on our radios.

And I don't ever remember any kid blowing his brains out listening to Tommy Dorsey.If you saw
anything with 'Made in Japan' on it, it was junk. The term 'making out' referred to how you did
on your school exam. Pizza Hut, McDonald's, and instant coffee were unheard of. We had 5&10-
cent stores where you could actually buy things for 5 and 10 cents. Ice-cream cones, phone calls,
rides on a streetcar, and a Pepsi were all a nickel.

And if you didn't want to splurge, you could spend your nickel on enough stamps to mail 1 letter
and 2 postcards. You could buy a new Chevy Coupe for $600 but who could afford one? Too
bad, because gas was11 cents a gallon. In my day, "grass" was mowed, "coke" was a cold drink,
"pot" was something your mother cooked in, and "rock music" was your grandmother's
lullaby."Aids" were helpers in the Principal's office,"chip" meant a piece of wood, "hardware"
was found in a hardware store, and "software" wasn't even a word.And we were the last
generation to actually believe that a woman needed a husband to have a baby. No wonder people
call us "old and confused" and say there is a generation gap..... and how old do you think I

am ???..... I bet you have this old lady in mind... you are in for a shock! Read on to see! -- pretty
scary if you think about it and pretty sad at; the same time.

This Woman would be only 58 years old!
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IF - by Rudyard Kipling

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting;

Or, being lied about, don't deal in lies,

Or, being hated, don't give way to hating;

And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise;

If you can dream - and not make dreams your master;
If you can think - and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with triumph and disaster

And treat those two imposters just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to broken,
And stoop and build 'em up with wornout tools;

If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,

And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: "Hold on";

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with kings- nor lose the common touch;
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;

If all men count with you, but none too much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds' worth of distance run -
Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it,
And - which is more - you'll be a Man, my son!
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LESSONS FROM A DOG

. Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joy ride.

. Allow the experience of fresh air and the wind in your face to be pure ecstasy.
. When loved ones come home, always run to greet them.

. When it's in your best interest, always practice obedience.
. Enjoy it when someone wants to rub your tummy.

. Take naps and always stretch before rising.

. Run, romp, and play daily.

. Eat with gusto and enthusiasm.

. Be loyal.

10. Never pretend to be something you're not.

11. If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it.
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12. When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by and nuzzle them gently.

13. Delight in the simple joy of a long walk.

14. Thrive on attention and let people touch you.

15. Avoid biting when a simple growl will do.

16. On hot days, drink lots of water and lie under a shady tree.

17. When you are happy, dance around and wag your entire body.

18. No matter how often you are criticized, don't buy into the guilt thing and pout.
Run right back and make friends.

Golden Rules for Living

If you open it, close it.

If you turn it on, turn it off.

If you unlock it, lock it up.

If you break it, admit it.

If you can't fix it, call in someone who can.

If you borrow it, return it.

If you value it, take care of it.

If you make a mess clean it up.

If you move it, put it back.

If it belongs to someone else and you want to use it, get permission.
If you don't know how to operate it, leave it alone.

If it's none of your business, don't ask questions.

If it ain't broke, don't fix it.

If it will brighten someone's day, say it.

If it will tarnish someone's reputation, keep it to yourself.
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Desiderata

Go placidly amid the noise and the haste,
and remember what peace there may be in silence.

As far as possible, without surrender,
be on good terms with all persons.
Speak your truth quietly and clearly;
and listen to others,
even to the dull and the ignorant;
they too have their story.
Avoid loud and aggressive persons;
they are vexatious to the spirit.

If you compare yourself with others,
you may become vain or bitter,
for always there will be greater and lesser persons than yourself.
Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans.
Keep interested in your own career, however humble;
it is a real possession in the changing fortunes of time.

Exercise caution in your business affairs,

for the world is full of trickery.

But let this not blind you to what virtue there is;

many persons strive for high ideals,
and everywhere life is full of heroism.
Be yourself. Especially do not feign affection.

Neither be cynical about love,

for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment,
it is as perennial as the grass.

Take kindly the counsel of the years,
gracefully surrendering the things of youth.
Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune.
But do not distress yourself with dark imaginings.
Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness.

Beyond a wholesome discipline,
be gentle with yourself.
You are a child of the universe
no less than the trees and the stars;
you have a right to be here.
And whether or not it is clear to you,
no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should.

Therefore be at peace with God,
whatever you conceive Him to be.
And whatever your labors and aspirations,
in the noisy confusion of life,
keep peace in your soul.

With all its sham, drudgery, and broken dreams,
it is still a beautiful world.
Be cheerful. Strive to be happy.
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The Prophet on Marriage
by Khalil Gibran

Then Almitra spoke again and said...
""And what of Marriage, master?"
And he answered saying:

You were born together,
and together you shall be forevermore.

You shall be together when the white wings
of death scatter your days.

Aye, you shall be together even in the
silent memory of God.

But let there be spaces in your togetherness,
And let the winds of the heavens dance between you.

Love one another, but make not a bond of love.
Let it rather be a moving sea between
the shores of your souls.

Fill each other's cup but drink not from one cup.
Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf.

Sing and dance together and be joyous,
but let each of you be alone,

Even as the strings of a lute are alone
though they quiver with the same music.

Give your hearts, but not into each other's keeping.
For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts.

And stand together, yet not too near together.
For the pillars of the temple stand apart,

And the oak tree and the cypress
grow not in each other's shadow.
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THE PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS

Lord, make me a channel of thy peace,
that where there is hatred, I may bring love;
that where there is wrong, I may bring the spirit of forgiveness;
that where there is discord, I may bring harmony;
that where there is error, I may bring truth;
that where there is doubt, I may bring faith;
that where there is despair, I may bring hope;
that where there are shadows, I may bring light;
that where there is sadness, I may bring joy.
Lord, grant that I may seek rather to comfort than to be comforted;
to understand, than to be understood;
to love, than to be loved.
For it is by self-forgetting that one finds.
It is by forgiving that one is forgiven.

It is by dying that one awakens to Eternal Life.
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The Serenity Prayer
(full text)
GOD, grant me the serenity

to accept the things
I cannot change,

Courage to change the

things I can, and the
wisdom to know the difference.

Living ONE DAY AT A TIME;
Enjoying one moment at a time;
Accepting hardship as the
pathway to peace.

Taking, as He did, this

sinful world as it is,
not as I would have it.

Trusting that He will make

all things right if [
surrender to His Will;

That I may be reasonably happy
in this life, and supremely
happy with Him forever in

the next. Amen

Reinhold Neibuhr-1926
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DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN...?

All the girls had ugly gym uniforms?

It took five minutes for the TV warm up?

Nearly everyone's Mom was at home when the kids got home from school?

Nobody owned a purebred dog?

When a quarter was a decent allowance?

You'd reach into a muddy gutter for a penny?

Your Mom wore nylons that came in two pieces?

All your male teachers wore neckties and female teachers had their hair done every day and wore high
heels?

You got your windshield cleaned, oil checked, and gas pumped, without asking, all for free, every time?
And you didn't pay for air? And, you got trading stamps to boot?

Laundry detergent had free glasses, dishes or towels hidden inside the box?
It was considered a great privilege to be taken out to dinner at a real restaurant with your parents?
They threatened to keep kids back a grade if they failed. . .and they did?

When a 57 Chevy was everyone's dream car...to cruise, peel out, lay rubber or watch submarine races, and
people went steady?

No one ever asked where the car keys were because they were always in the car, in the ignition, and the
doors were never locked?

Lying on your back in the grass with your friends and saying things like, "That cloud looks like a .."
and playing baseball with no adults to help kids with the rules of the game?

Stuff from the store came without safety caps and hermetic seals because no one had yet tried to poison a
perfect stranger?

And with all our progress, don't you just wish, just once, you could slip back in time and savor the slower
pace, and share it with the children of today?

When being sent to the principal's office was nothing compared to the fate that awaited the student at
home?
Basically we were in fear for our lives, but it wasn't because of drive-by shootings, drugs, gangs, etc.

Our parents and grandparents were a much bigger threat!
But we survived because their love was greater than the threat.

Send this on to someone who can still remember Nancy Drew, the Hardy Boys, Laurel and Hardy,
Howdy Dowdy and the Peanut Gallery, the Lone Ranger, The Shadow Knows,
Nellie Bell, Roy and Dale, Trigger and Buttermilk.

As well as summers filled with bike rides, baseball games, Hula Hoops, bowling and visits to the pool,
and eating Kool-Aid powder with sugar.
Didn't that feel good, just to go back and say, "Yeah, I remember that"?

I am sharing this with you today because it ended with a double dog dare to pass it on.
To remember what a double dog dare is, read on.
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And remember that the perfect age is somewhere between old enough to know better and too young to
care.

How many of these do you remember?

Candy cigarettes, Wax Coke-shaped bottles with colored sugar water inside, Soda pop machines that
dispensed glass bottles, Coffee shops with tableside jukeboxes, Blackjack, Clove and Teaberry chewing
gum, Home milk delivery in glass bottles with cardboard stoppers, Newsreels before the movie, P.F.
Fliers

Telephone numbers with a word prefix....(Raymond 4-601).
Party lines

Peashooters, Howdy Dowdy, 45 RPM records, Green Stamps, Hi-Fi's

Metal ice cubes trays with levers, Mimeograph paper, Beanie and Cecil, Roller-skate keys, Cork pop guns,
Drive ins, Studebakers

Washtub wringers, The Fuller Brush Man, Reel-To-Reel tape recorders, Tinkertoys, Erector Sets,

The Fort Apache Play Set, Lincoln Logs, 15 cent McDonald hamburgers, 5 cent packs of baseball cards -
with that awful pink slab of bubble gum, Penny candy, 35 cent a gallon gasoline

Jiffy Pop popcorn

Do you remember a time when...

Decisions were made by going "eeny-meeny-miney-moe"?
Mistakes were corrected by simply exclaiming, "Do Over!"?
"Race issue" meant arguing about who ran the fastest?
Catching the fireflies could happily occupy an entire evening?
It wasn't odd to have two or three "Best Friends"?

The worst thing you could catch from the opposite sex was "cooties"?
Having a weapon in school meant being caught with a slingshot?
A foot of snow was a dream come true?

Saturday morning cartoons weren't 30-minute commercials for action figures?
"Oly-oly-oxen-free" made perfect sense?
Spinning around, getting dizzy, and falling down was cause for giggles?

The worst embarrassment was being picked last for a team?

War was a card game?

Baseball cards in the spokes transformed any bike into a motorcycle?
Taking drugs meant orange-flavored chewable aspirin?

Water balloons were the ultimate weapon?

Pass this on to anyone who may need a break from
their "grown-up" life . . .I double-dog-dare-ya!
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8th Grade Final Exam: Salina, KS -1895

Could you have passed the 8th grade in 1895?

Remember when grandparents and great-grandparents stated that they only had an 8th grade
education? Well, check this out. Could any of us have passed the 8th grade in 1895? (LOOK
CLOSELY... THAT'S EIGHTEEN NINETY FIVE!)

This is the eighth-grade final exam from 1895 in Salina, Kansas, USA. It was taken from the
original document on file at the Smokey Valley Genealogical Society and Library in Salina, KS,
and reprinted by the Salina Journal.

8th Grade Final Exam: Salina, KS -1895

Grammar (Time, one hour)

1. Give nine rules for the use of capital letters.

2. Name the parts of speech and define those that have no modifications.
3. Define verse, stanza and paragraph.

4. What are the principal parts of a verb? Give principal parts of "lie,
5. Define case; Illustrate each case.

6. What is punctuation? Give rules for principal marks of punctuation.

7 - 10. Write a composition of about 150 words and show therein that you understand the
practical use of the rules of grammar.

nn

play,"" and "run."
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Arithmetic (Time, 1.25 hours)

1. Name and define the Fundamental Rules of Arithmetic.

2. A wagon box is 2 ft. deep, 10 feet long, and 3 ft. wide. How many bushels of wheat will it
hold?

3. If a load of wheat weighs 3942 Ibs., what is it worth at 50cts/bushel, deducting 1050 Ibs. for
tare?

4. District No. 33 has a valuation of $35,000. What is the necessary levy to carry on a school
seven months at $50 per month, and have $104 for incidentals?

5. Find the cost of 6720 Ibs. coal at $6.00 per ton.

6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8 months and 18 days at 7 percent.

7. What is the cost of 40 boards 12 inches wide and 16 ft. long at $20 per metre?

8. Find bank discount on $300 for 90 days (no grace) at 10 percent.

9. What is the cost of a square farm at $15 per acre, the distance of which is 640 rods?

10. Write a Bank Check, a Promissory Note, and a Receipt.
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U.S. History (Time, 45 minutes)

1. Give the epochs into which U.S. History is divided.

. Give an account of the discovery of America by Columbus.

. Relate the causes and results of the Revolutionary War.

. Show the territorial growth of the United States.

. Tell what you can of the history of Kansas.

. Describe three of the most prominent battles of the Rebellion.

. Who were the following: Morse, Whitney, Fulton, Bell, Lincoln, Penn, and Howe?

~N N kW

48



8. Name events connected with the following dates: 1607, 1620, 1800, 1849, 1865.
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Orthography (Time, one hour) (WHAT IS THIS ANYHOW?)

1. What is meant by the following: Alphabet, phonetic, orthography, etymology, syllabication
2. What are elementary sounds? How classified?

3. What are the following, and give examples of each: Trigraph, subvocals, diphthong, cognate
letters, linguals

4. Give four substitutes for caret 'u.' (HUH?)

5. Give two rules for spelling words with final 'e.' Name two exceptions under each rule.

6. Give two uses of silent letters in spelling. [llustrate each.

7. Define the following prefixes and use in connection with a word: bi, dis, mis, pre, semi, post,
non, inter, mono, sup.

8. Mark diacritically and divide into syllables the following, and name the sign that indicates the
sound: card, ball, mercy, sir, odd, cell, rise, blood, fare, last.

9. Use the following correctly in sentences: cite, site, sight, fane, fain, feign, vane, vain, vein,
raze, raise, rays.

10. Write 10 words frequently mispronounced and indicate pronunciation by use of diacritical
marks and by syllabication.
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Geography (Time, one hour)

1. What is climate? Upon what does climate depend?

2. How do you account for the extremes of climate in Kansas?

3. Of what use are rivers? Of what use is the ocean?

4. Describe the mountains of North America.

5. Name and describe the following: Monrovia, Odessa, Denver, Manitoba, Hecla, Yukon, St.
Helena, Juan Fernandez, Aspinwall and Orinoco.

6. Name and locate the principal trade centers of the U.S.

7. Name all the republics of Europe and give the capital of each.

8. Why is the Atlantic Coast colder than the Pacific in the same latitude?

9. Describe the process by which the water of the ocean returns to the sources of rivers.
10. Describe the movements of the earth. Give the inclination of the earth.
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Notice that the exam took SIX HOURS to complete. Gives the saying "he only had an 8th grade
education" a whole new meaning, doesn't it?!
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